
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

College of Engineering and Physical Sciences  

Our mission in the College of Engineering and Physical Sciences (EPS) is one of real world 
application. We deliver practical, industry-relevant teaching alongside applied research that 
delivers solutions to real world problems.By embedding an innovative learning by doing ethos 
into all our courses, we aim to provide an inspirational education that delivers impact in UK 
industry and worldwide. 

We engage with industry in many sectors and at all levels in order to inform our teaching, our 
research and to work collaborativelyfor the benefit of society. We are a lead partner in the 
Greater Birmingham and Solihull Institute of Technology. We run a student-led enterprise 
undertaking client projects and run innovative Industry Clubs, connecting staff, students and 
industry professionals. 

Empowered by world-class research and flourishing links to the wider region, EPS is an open 
and engaged hub of interdisciplinary expertise. 

Schools of study 
The College comprises of three distinct schools of study each led by a Head of School. 
 
- School of Informatics and Digital Engineering 
- School of Infrastructure and Sustainable Engineering 
- School of Engineering and Technology 

 
Underpinning this structure are departments, with considerable discipline-specific responsibilities, each 
with a Head: 
 
School of Informatics and Digital Engineering 
- Computer Science (CS) 
- Electrical and Electronic Engineering (EE) 
- Mathematics 
 
School of Infrastructure and Sustainable Engineering 

- Chemical Engineering and Applied Chemistry (CEAC)  
- Civil Engineering 
- Engineering Systems and Supply Chain Management (ESSCM) 

 
School of Engineering and Technology 
- Aston Foundation Centre 
- Aston Professional Engineering Centre 
- Mechanical, Biomedical and Design Engineering (MBD) 
   
Each department has devolved responsibility for the design, delivery and operation of particular 
programmes through the Programme Management Committees. The bodies report through three key 
committees - Management Committee, Teaching Committee and Research Committee, ensuring that 
the individual disciplines are sustained and developed within the single integrated structure of the 
College. 
 

Organisation 
The College is led by the appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean, Professor Sarah 
Hainsworth. The Executive Dean is supported by two Deputy Deans (Dr Kate Sugden and Dr Tony 
Clark) and six appointed Associate Deans with the following areas of overall responsibility. Research, 
International, Learning and Teaching, Undergraduate Programmes, Postgraduate Programmes and 
Degree Apprenticeship Programmes. 
 
  



 

 

Learning and teaching 
Our courses, which align to our schools of study, are regularly highly placed in leading rankings and we  
achieve strong levels of satisfaction in student surveys. Many of our programmes are accredited, 
regulated, or approved by the leading accreditation/professional bodies in the field. 

Research  
Aston University’s College of Engineering and Physical Sciences works closely with a range of partners 
to help engineer a sustainable future for everyone. Our work takes place across three institutes that 
have achieved international recognition for research excellence. Key fields of research include 
photonics, low carbon energy sources, renewable bioproducts, and innovative technologies that will 
enhance urban life all over the world. 
 
 All College research is linked to one of three cross-College and interdisciplinary research institutes: 
 
- The Energy & Bioproducts Research Institute  (EBRI) focuses on overcoming the engineering and 

logistical challenges of realising a net-zero future; 
- The Aston Institute of Photonic Technologies (AIPT) is one of the world’s leading photonics 

research centres; while 
- The Aston Institute of Urban Technology and the Environment (ASTUTE) is tackling urgent issues 

emerging around the future of city living. 
 
Research at Aston has continued from strength to strength and recently we were ranked 35th in the UK 
by the REF, with 78% of our submissions to the Research and Excellence Framework being ranked as 
world leading or internationally excellent. 
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